
20 years of the Wales Health Impact Assessment 
Support Unit (WHIASU) and the evolution of 

Health Impact Assessment (HIA) in Wales 

The 20th anniversary of WHIASU marks two decades of advancing HIA as a vital tool 
for healthier decision-making and reducing health inequalities in Wales. Established in 
2004, WHIASU has led the way in enabling the integration of HIA into policy at local, 
regional and national levels.

The timeline highlights key milestones, documents, and publications in WHIASU’s 
history and the practice of HIA in Wales. Looking ahead, WHIASU will continue 
to champion HIA and Health in All Policies (HiAP), supporting public bodies in 
implementing upcoming HIA regulations under the Public Health Act (Wales) Act 2017. 
Further resources and guidance are available on the WHIASU website.

2004Establishment of WHIASU
2005/6

Opencast Mining HIA, Margam 
– a community-led HIA

2006
Wales hosts its first 
international HIA Conference

2006/7 Draft Planning Policy Statement 
– HIA considered in Local 
Development Plans (LDPs) 

2008
Welsh Transport Appraisal Guidance 
(WelTAG) (latest 2024) – mandates HIA for 
all new rail and road projects in Wales

Wales Waste Strategy HIA - first HIA 
specifically addressing the waste sector

2009
Minerals Technical Advice Note (MTAN) 2: Coal 
-  HIAs required for opencast mining

2012
Health Impact Assessment: A Practical Guide published

2013 Vibrant and Viable Places: New Regeneration Framework

2015 NHS Wales Infrastructure Guidance (updated 2018) – 
HIAs mandated for all new hospital builds/redevelopments

2017
HIA Quality Assurance Review Framework published

Public Health (Wales) Act 2017 makes HIA as statutory requirement

2018 Planning Policy Wales: Edition 10 includes HIA

2019
The Public Health Implications of Brexit in Wales: 
A Health Impact Assessment Approach published 

2020

A COVID-19 pandemic world and beyond: The public health 
impact of Home and Agile Working in Wales published

HIA conducted on the ‘Staying at Home and Social Distancing Policy’ 
in Wales during the COVID-19 pandemic

2021 HIA and LDPs: A Toolkit for Practice published

2021/22
Rising to the Triple Challenge of Brexit, COVID-19 and Climate 
Change series: Overview, Food Security and Rural Communities

2022

Protecting the mental wellbeing of our future generations: 
learning from COVID-19 for the long term published

WHIASU launches the international HIA Network of Practice for Wales 

2023
Climate Change 
in Wales: Health 
Impact Assessment 
published

HIA conducted on The health, well-being and 
equity impact of the CPTPP Agreement on Wales

HIA as a tool for Health in All Policies (HiAP) 
PhD thesis published by Liz Green

2023/ 24
Consultation on the Welsh Government 
Draft HIA Regulations

2024
Self-administered sexual health testing 
in an open prison setting in Wales: A HIA 
and Social Return on Investment analysis 

WHIASU celebrates 
its 20th anniversary
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